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26 September 1953

MEMORANDINM FOR: | Chief, SRS
STBIECT: Politieal Activity - STATINTL

1. This is ip rmx_@_m:r sdvice regarding she prsa;[c'e‘a-l;g\m‘
political activities of an esployee of tids Agend3TATINTL
Aevording to your Memoranium foxr the Recerd of 23 ',
is secking persiasion to nccept an offer from Representative T
belp organixe his campeisg: headgusrters in New York City. M. Kesetis, i.
seeking slegtion to the United States Senate this fall.

2, Political activities of governmental employees are suhject to
regulation by statute. The Batch Politieal Activities Act was pessed o
Congress in 1939 to ensure the efficiency of Government ewplayees by
pabicliting thelr sctive participation as pell ' si i worker..

The pertinent of the Hatch Aet applicable propcdd ATINTL
1s secticn 9a (section 115(1) of Title 5, Uuited 5tates Code) mad it
Teads in pmxrt as follows? ,

“It shall be uniswful for any person emplayed in the executive
branch of the Pederel Jovermment, oF any agency or department thereof,
te use his official authority or influence for the purpose of
interfering with an election or affecting the result thereoi. Lo
mimerwnyeea‘mw“kmahﬁmmmvemm,
or Suy agenqy or dspartment thereof, shall take any active part in
political mmmagement or iu politicel campaigns.”

STATINTL

The Act hms been interpreted strictly. The mature of
proposal obwicusly would entall ber taking an ective pert in "pelidticel
msnsgiment” and In a "political campatgn” and thus come within the
proiibition set out in the Act.

3+ The penmlty for viclation of this section is imsediste remcval
mmm«wwimmum%ummﬁam;m,vy
mm,mwmmmmmmt.usﬁm
case & ninety dny without pay is ordered. The fact that ag
aplayee 1z on leave (including leave without pay) when the vieolstion
scours mpkes no difference. The Civil Sexrvice Commission hes held "tmat
to find othervice would meke circumvemtion of the Act eesy.”
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4 In adattion, should be reminded thet the Director
has reguested gll Agency employees "to avaid any political activity wideh
would viglate the spirit of the established Coveroment principlea or wvhich
would affect sdversely the best interests of the Agency.”

SIGNED

IANFONCE R. HOUSTON
Oexwrra) Comsell

OGC:MCM: jem
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23 September 1958
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT s

called at L:L5 PM on 22 September 1958 to ask advice about
accepting an offer she had received from Representative KEATING of New York.

She stated Rep. Keating had asked her to go to New York City to help
organize his campaign headquarters at the Hotel Roosevelt. Besides organiz-
ing the office, she would be in contact with various people coming to the
office and the question had arisen as to whether this action would be permis-
sible under the Hatch Act.

stated that if she was reglstered as to party, she would
probably be a reglstered Democrat, but that she thought a lot of Keating.
She further stated she had mentioned the Hatch Act to Rep. Keating and he
had said he felt certain it applied to active campaigning and not to office
activity.

stated she had spent the summer awaiting the death of her
i1l father who had leukemia. She would like to get away from Washington for
a short time as a change of pace and for that reason would like to accept
the offer if it is permissible. She felt, however, that despite Keating's
assurance, the Hatch Act probably would apply.

I advised I was not familiar with the interpretations that
have been placed on the Hatch Act by the Civil Service Commission and that it
would be necessary to forward her request to the General Counsel for a
decision.

ChIeT/SR3

SRS, cme

PRI

57 HL ¢
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